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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 141 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
September 3, 1886 


Sir: 


The recent delay in making returns upon Silver Purchases was in consequence of the 
character of the bars. Ordinarily, a cutting form these bars is a sufficiently reliable sample. But 
when cuttings assay as low as 990 to 993 upon bars claimed to be 999, we are unwilling to assay 
by any other sample than a granulation, unless we have reason to believe the metal to be uniform 
and fairly represented by the cuttings. 





It is, at best, a risk to pass assays made at the high rate of speed at which we are 
compelled to work, -especially when there is any discrepancy between our assay and the fineness 
claimed for them. To say the least, it is an annoyance and a hinderance, to have bullion coming 
here under a great pressure for returns, when the stamp of the refiner is utterly untrustworthy and 
over-rated; particularly, as we know from past experience that we are liable to have our returns 
challenged and discredited. 


For the sake of the reputation of this office as well as for the protection of the Mint 
accounts such have must be melted and only assayed; and these operations require a certain 
amount of time which cannot be curtailed without serious danger to all parties. 


If such bars are sent here let the principals consent to wait the necessary time, or take 
these bars back. 


Very Respy. 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 


Assayer 


Hon. D.M. Fox, Supt. 


